
AN ABEREVIATEO, I'lINII4UI4 IIORO HISTORY OF

THE TOI{N OF FLAGLER FROi,I THE BEGINNING

T0 INC0RPoRATIoN. tlrltten for those
who tire of authors descrlptlve
detai I s. Generally chronologlcal.

Lyle tJ. Stone

L762, Flagler's site, claimd by
treaty by Spain.

1800, given to Nepoleon of France by
secret treaty.

1803, thls area was purchased by the
U.S., ca'l'led the Louislana Purchase.

As the frontler pressed west, lt
becam known as Arapahoe County, Kansas

Terri tory.
About 1842, (i t Carson tramped

through this arear trading with Indians
and served as a guide, escorting Lt.
Fremont and others across a hosti'le
prairle. Kit Carson died ln 1868.

In 1848, Horace creeley traveled by
stage through our area, he wrote while
stopped at Boyds 122 stage station,
(Crystal Springs), a very terse and
uncompl imentary assessment of thi s

p l ace.
During 1861, the Nelr Territory of

Colorado was separated from Kansas

territory, in 1876, Colorado became a

state and our area located in Elbert
County.

1860-80 was an era of 'large cattle
ranches, hardy cowboys, dwindl ing
buffal o and few sett'lers. Eeachers
Island Battle. 1868. marked the end of
Indian hostilities in the area.

A round-up law was passed ln 1872 to
ald the catt l emen.

Char'ley J. Farr came to the area in
1877, working for large ranches, filing
a claim in i888. Albert Fisher was an
early cowboy, fillng a claim in 1887.

Simon Rullllling, another early coliboy
cam to Colorado from the Chlcago area
in 1873 and filed for 'land at Crystal
Springs.
A first homesteader in this county,

J.R. Mlskelly, fi led in 1884.
Ben and John 0oughty settled near the

more recent Claude Verhoeff place in
1886. His wlfe, Rachel seems to be the
first recorded death here, buried "on
the pralrie. "

T.J. Huntzinger wal ked a iong trai'l
from Independence, (ansas and flled
claim jn october, 1886.

Steven S. Strode came in the wlnter
of 1887, buying a piece of land south
of Crystal Spgs, hls children attending
Crysta l Sprl ngs School , another near
fi rst.

l.l. H. Lavington and new wife bought a

claim near crystal Sprlngs in 1887.

Ma'il for this area was picked up at
Hugo, Co l orado.

Some Bowser, crystal springs names in
1887-8 were ooughty, strode, Fisher'
Rurming, Stark, Hunt, Lynde, Ml ller,
Farr, lviatthjas and lloore, among others'

l,lr. Neff, father of Mamie Neff Strode
wa]ked fron Kit Carson, Co. in 1887 to
a claim 17 mlles north of our town.

"Doc" Hoyt shot the last buffalo in
the surmer of 1887' 6 mlles north of
vona, Col orado.

Mr. f,lcconigal platted a town slte
west of Eowser, few hardly noticed'

H.ll. Brown and family settled near

the slte of our town in 1888.

P,J. Murphy won the grading contract
for a new raiIroad, apparentlY
underbi ddi ng [. H. Lavington.

t4ike and Anna Quinn arrived at rail
head Ilarch 28, 1888 after a long

tedlous trip with wagons, horses and

equipment from Kjt Carson, Colorado.
Stephen S. Strode and his neighbors

platted a townsite, Crystal Springs in
1888.

John verhoeff served as hunter for
the ral lroad men, shooting anything
edible.

A post offi ce was estab'l I shed at
Eowser. l'1r. Bennet Robi nson was

appointed postmaster June 9, 1888.

The first known lssue of the "l'{eekly
Register" was pub'l lshed at Crystal
springs on July 4, 1888. The next issue
was pub'li shed at Malowe.

Rails of the Rock lsland Passed

se'l bert in August, i888.
Rail l,Jorkers began diggjng a well and

constructl ng a tan k and PUmP

house--ri ght beslde t"lr. Mcconnlgal's
'location! Best guess this occurred in
July, 1888.



Rai l workers named the new depot
location, llalowe, to honor a rallroad
attorney, l'1. A. Lowe.

Seeing a bustle of actlvity, t'4r. lll.H.

Lavington pitched a horse tent, part of
his rai lroad paraphernalia,
establishing a general store. This was

done ln partnership !,/ith John l',l.

Augusti ne.
A hotel was hastily erected by l4r.

Keegan, owner of a 'livery stable. Site
of his hote'l was where the present I00F

Hal I no,.{ stands.
The name, t1a]owe was changed to

Flag]er to Honor a vislting stock
holder of the railroad. The narne of l'1r.

Keegan's hotel was changed to Ponce 0e

Leon, an act to impress l'1r. Henry

Fl ag]er on hls vlsit.
flr. H.l.l. Brown bullt a fine new frame

house on his hornestead, This house was

later moved to Flagler, noY,, lt's oldest
house.

October 13, 1888, the post office was

moved from Bowser to Flagler.
Jel sche 0lthoff was apPointed

postmaster at Flagler, oec. 12' 1888.
(fhan ks, Laurel Niemann!)

A soddie was erected west of the
present I00F Hall ln a gu]ly to serve
the conmunjty as a school. t4iss

crofterl was their teacher.
Joseph S, l.lhltney was aPPolnted

postmaster t(arch 18, 1889. (al1

P.0. Info by Laurel ) .

l,l. H. Lavlngton was appointed
postmaster october 31, 1889.

In 1889, l,J.H. Lavington bu'llt a first
frarm house 2 blks. no, and 1 block
west of the water tower.

In 1889, Kit Carson County was

establlshed. Thjs year,Flagler got a

new lumberyard, operated by a man from
Hugo, George cornel l.

Colby Hefnew built the Cottage Hotel
on the present site of the Stop and

Shop Grocery.
1889, Flagler citizens hand dug their

own wel'l 0ust northeast of the power

house) for use by everyone includjng
live stock. A windlass l,ras used to
ralse water.

"The l4essenger of Love" was published
by C.!,,l. Smith at his homestead.

Henry Hatch was murdered in his shack
west of Flagler a couple miles. This
was the first recorded murder in Kit
Carson County. Dr. P. B. Godsman

conducted the autopsy.
In october, 1889, the first child was

born in Flagler, Leon E. Lavington. He

was a son of l,l. H. Lavington.
char'les Bernard opened a hardware

store, we are to ld at the present
'location of the First Natlonal Bank.

"The Flagler Advance" news paper was

established by C.|l. Smjth in the
baserEnt of a new house,located iust
north of the present Max Heger hom,in
1891.

School was held ln a newly

constructed Congregational Church untl I
1893.

In 1893, a fine new school '
supportlng an elegant bel'l tower was

comp l eted.
In 1894, The Flagler Advance "Died of

Starvation!"
The first class to graduate under a

recognized course of study, occurred at
Flag'ler in 1895, under the dlrectjon of
Mrs. P.8. Godsman (Lottie Rose).

Leon E, Lavington finished his first
year of school jn 1895.

M.F, Roberts built a general store in
1900, operatlng it until he sold lt to
u.H. Lavington in 1902. This located
just north of the present Stop and Shop

Grocery.
Sea'l Hall was the center of cormunity

events, sitent novies and an outlet for
gasol i ne and hardware.

Dr. H.L. llilliams bought a store from

Dr. Schroyer, who had been practicing
as a physician and surgeon 'ln 1906.

This was located where Don Jones now

operates his dairy products business.
The National Bank was estabtished in

1908, a first banklng institutlon in
Kit Carson County.

The Flagler Hote'l was built by u.H.

Lavington and l.J.L. Price in late 1908

or early 1909.
First proprietor of the Flag'ler Hotel

ls belleved to be llr. Clyde Fuller.
A next proPrletor of the Hotel may

have been the Lucas Faml lY' also

oerformlng an aerial trapeze exhlbition
about the country.



The Flagler Progress news paper was

established by Char'les E. Gibson in
1908.

tl.H. Lavington bul lt the first grain
el evator in 1909.

ln 1909, there is evidence of a f'lour
mill located on main street.

C. f4. Smi th and Char]es Bernard
operated a real estate business just
north of the present munlcipa'l
bul]ding. (An earlier office, Smlth and

Evans, may have operated in the I00F
Bui ldi ng earl I er) .

In 1913, the Allen Family operated
Flagler Hotel. ti1r. N.J. Al'len was

murdered here by l4r. Schlyer of Vona,
'later acqui tted. (Se'ldom mentioned).

The Flagler News was established by

Edward Krutchen in 1913.
H.8. Blanken was proprietor of the

Fl agl er Hotel in 1915.
[i I ] i am A. 8or'l and purchased the

Flagler News. This reported ln the
Apri I 26, 1915 issue.

The Simpson Clothing Store opened
February 20. 1915 ln the old pool
halI, a couple doors south of Dr.
l,lllliams Drugs Store.

Gromer Brothers establ i shed a new

lumber yard in 1915.
In 0ctober, 1915, Dr. F.til. Thomas,

osteopath, beqan his practice.
J.C. Straub soid hl s lumber and

hardware store, buying then the Seal
Hardware stoc k.

E.S. Johnson Lumber and hardware was

in operation.
E.A. I'lalbaff broke ground for the

bullding now used by Lark Lo|re. It vras

24 by 50 feet, he vacated the buildinq
west of Main Avenue where Lyle Plunb
operated a shoe shop.

Jack Ljpford began operating the
grain business in [!r. Lavlngton's
el evator.

Early i915, Dr. H.L. Hi lliams built
the present [illiams Pharmacy bulldlng,
operated now by his grandson, Larry
l,Ii ll i ams.

!J.E. Hal l built the present otteman
Cash store, operated by t,lark otteman,

F]ag]er Post 0fflce was iocated just
south of the llr.E. Hall bullding.

Dr, lljlljams sold his Drugs Store to
the Eeatrice Creamery company and l.lm.

Knies, loca l manager.
Flag'ler comlercial Club was active in

the vi l I age, prornting incorporation
october 17, 1916, an incorporation

election was held at the waters Hotel.
November 22, 1916, Flagler was

incorporated.
December 12, 1916, Leon E. Lavington

was elected l,layor, trustees were A.J.
Lockwood, J.H. Seal, H,B. Elanken, ll.l,l.
Reynolds, I.N. Moberly and J.l,l. lihite.

,2. 'l/z* Arnoep - Bu.p./e oF
fotc.e Dr /ta,t /y'-orsL h. / oa F


